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ISLAND CORRIDOR FOUNDATION 
DECLARATION ON ABORIGINAL RIGHTS 
AND TITLE ALONG THE RAIL CORRIDOR

The Island Corridor Foundation (ICF) is a constructive partnership between the First Nations and
Regional Districts whose territories and areas encompass the length of the Corridor and the
Foundation holds the lands for all members of First Nations and citizens of Vancouver Island for their
collective benefit. This corridor runs from Victoria to Courtenay and Parksville to Port Alberni.

The ICF has been a strong collaboration between First Nations and Regional Districts from its
inception and was driven by First Nations and Local Governments alike in order to preserve the
Corridor from being sold and rail being discontinued on Vancouver Island.

The ICF recognizes and acknowledges the aboriginal title and rights of First Nations along the corridor
in which the ICF holds a fee simple interest and strongly urges the governments of Canada and BC to
justly and equitably settle with the affected First Nations with respect to that title.

The ICF recognizes that in 1884 by way of land grant, the Governments of Canada and British
Columbia gave the lands within the Corridor to the E & N Railway for the purposes of building the
railway on Vancouver Island. This action privatized these lands without any consideration of aboriginal
title of First Nations. These lands were sold to the Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) in 1905 and CPR
in 1999 sold the line from Parksville to Port Alberni to Rail America. In 2006, CPR and Rail America
donated the Corridor to the ICF…

View the entire document on our website
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Island Corridor Foundation
- Engineer/Conductor scholarship program

Sponsored by SVI $20,000 per year for four years – for our First 
Nation members – we want them to become the face of the rail 
road

- trackman training & employment plan
Employment opportunities for FN members as SVI workforce grows. 
Trackman Training with SVI/ICF program development assistance.

- First Nation social/economic fund to be established by the ICF – fund 
objectives to be developed.

- Safety Sight & Sound Barriers
to be designed and placed in consultation with First Nation members –
to lesson rail impact on the First Nation community if desired
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